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EMBASSIES FOR DEA OR NCO'S 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
AGS: SNAR, UN, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORT CONCERNING LEBANESE HASHISH AND OPIUM 
REF: (A) GENEVA 7638 (B) CAIRO 4917 

1 . REF B WAS REPEAT OF REF A. WITH WEEKEND AND SARG 
OFFICES CLOSED NEXT WEEK FOR END OF RAMADAN FEAST, WE HAVE 
NO IMMEDIATE MEANS TO VERIFY PRESS REPORT. HOWEVER, 

FROM INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY OBTAINED FROM SYRIAN NARCOTIC 
POLICE AND CERTAIN TRAVELLERS FROM BEKAA AREA, LONDON PRESS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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REPORT SEEMS EXAGGERATED, PARTICULARLY WITH 
REGARD TO PLANTINGS OF OPIUM. SYRIAN NARCOTIC 
POLICE REPORT THIS YEAR'S OPIUM CROP WAS FOR TEST PURPOSES 
AND WAS NOT OF SIGNIFICANT MARKET VALUE. HOWEVER, GIVEN 
SENSITIVITY OF SYRIAN POLICE TO QUESIONNING ABOUT WHAT EVEN 
THEY ADMIT TO BE POLITICALLY-PROTECTED TRAFFICKING IN LEBANON. 
WE FEEL THAT THEY HAVE A TENDENCY TO DOWNPLAY MAGNITUDE OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

LEBANESE PLANTINGS. PRIME FOCUS OF SYRIAN POLICE 
HAS BEEN ON POSSIBLE TRAFFICKING THROUGH SYRIA. 

2. WE FEEL BEIRUT WOULD BE IN POSITION TO PROVIDE 

COMMENT. IN THIS REGARD, DEA ANKARA AND 

BEIRUT MAY WISH TO CONTACT YAZBECK OF "GREEN PLAN" 

FOR REPORT. WHEN OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS ITSELF, WE WILL ASK 
SYRIAN NARCOTIC POLICE FOR COMMENT ON ARTICLE. 

MURPHY 
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